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What is Data?

e Answer on menti.com with the code: XXXXXXX
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What is Data?

“Where is the wisdom we have lost in
the knowledge?

understanding, integration, applied,

reflected upon, actionable,

accumulated, principles, patterns,

WISDOM decision-making process

idea, learning, notion, concept,

KNUWLEDGE synthesized, compared,

thought-out, discussed

Where is the knowledge we have lost in
the information?”

TS Eliot, The Rock, 1938

organized, structured,

IN F[] RMATI 0 \ categorized, useful,

condensed, calculated

ECISION RIS

individual facts,
figures, signals,
measurements

A OFFICE OF ENGAGEMENT


https://www.researchgate.net/figure/The-data-information-knowledge-wisdom-DIKW-hierarchy-as-a-pyramid-to-manage-knowledge_fig6_332400827%20%20https:/www.wisdomportal.com/Technology/TSEliot-TheRock.html

Why do we need data?

Two
Questions
for You:

How does your

organization utilize (or
aspire to use) data?
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Challenges of Rural Data

- Smart Cities vs. Smart Rural Communities: What shifts need to be
made to accommodate unique rural circumstances?

. Studies on Rural Datafication focuses on digital divides rather than
how rural communities leverage digital technologies (Young 2019,
p.66)

. Center on Rural Innovation’s Rural Aperture Project: How do we
equitably and accurately account for diversity in rural communities?
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Vermont’s Unique Data
Challenges

e GovTech score of B

» Data access and availability was cited as a

significant challenge to progress in VT from the
Roundtable Report

* Discussion of mentimeter results

DIGITAL
STATES

VERMONT'S :
ECONOMIC

RESILIENCE

A Community Economic
Development Roundtables Report

AUGUST 2021


https://www.govtech.com/digitalstates2022

The Promise of Data

Turn to your neighbor and discuss:
e How do we currently utilize data?
e Where and how can we use data to develop programming and

policies?
e How do we take into account the challenges?

We will ask folks to report back to the group!
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Data-Informed

Problem
Definition

Open Data Policy Lab

Change Theor y
Articulating what will happen
as a result of a particular effort
¢ to address the problem and
Problem why that is the case
Identification

Articulating the general

problem you hope to

I

address

Clarification
Cycle

Understanding the context,
stakeholders, and process.

t

= Question Cycle

Defining what success migt

look like by restructuring th
problem as a question

Mapping Cycle
Charting out the differ
elements related to th
problem.
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https://opendatapolicylab.org/articles/new-publication-mastering-the-practice-of-defining-problems-well-open-data-policy-lab-releases-new-problem-definition-tool/index.html

Pursuing a Mission Question

Our Mission Question: How can we use data to support the
evolution of Vermont's economy towards a thriving future full of
opportunity for all?

Developing an economic action plan

- Data-informed
- Building on existing work
- Consensus on a framework and targets
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Asking Better Questions
US Census 2020: Vermont is growingO)d 2

... and we don't know what we want to be when we grow up!

Vermont gained over 17,000 people from 2010 to
2020 Population counts, 2010 and 2020; annual population
estimates, 2011-2019

. CENSUS COUNTS ANNUAL ESTIMATES
640,000
625,000
610,000
505,000
580,000
565,000
550,000
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T7.336 people in the last decade, according to the 2020 US Decennial Census, While Vermont's 2.8 percent growth is
lower than the 7.4 percent national increase, it is not the slight population drop suggested by estimates made yearly
by the Census.

Screenshot from Ver I 21z, annotations by Vermont Futures Project
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF VERMONT'S POPULATION

8%

6%

5%

4%

Vermont Needs More People. More People Need Vermont.
Data — Information — Knowledge — Wisdom

WORKFORCE SHORTAGE

Retirement Age What if every unemployed personin Vermont found a job?2

Time only works in one direction 2

Otod ] 5t09 |10t014|15t0 19|20

to24|25

1029 |30t034 | 351039 4010 44 | 45t0 49 |50 to 54 | 5510 59 |60 to 64

Source: US Census Bureau data compiled by Vermont Futures Project

TOTAL PRE-K TO 12™ GRADE ENROLLMENT
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20,000 open jobs - 10,000 job seekers = 10,000 remaining jobs still open

Vermont - Unemployed Persons per Job Opening Ratio

2022 04 04 03 03 03 03 03 03 03 03 04 04

651069 |70t0 74| 75t0 79 |80 to 84 | 85 plus

RACIAL AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION

Vermont United States

. American Indian/Alaska Native (non-Hispanic) . Asian {(non-Hispanic) . Black (non-Hispanic)
. Hispanic/Latino . Multiracial (non-Hispanic) . Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)

B White (non-Hispanic)



Data Resources: Federal

* Open data platforms like data.gov
* Can help you access resources like:
* Bureau of Economic Analysis
* Bureau of Labor Statistics

®* Census Bureau
Others?
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The Home of the U.S.
Government's Open Data

Here you will find data, tools, and resources to conduct research,
develop web and mobile applications, design data visualizations,
and more.

252,732 DATASETS AVAILABLE
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Data Resources: State

State Agencies

Department of Labor

Vermont Center for Geographic
Information

ANR Atlas

Others?
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Organizations

VT Futures Project
Building Bright Futures
Advance VT

Vermont Housing and Finance
Agency

University Resources

UVM Office of Engagement
Center for Rural Studies
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Opportunities for Building VT’s Data-Informed
Decision Making Capacity

X 8 @

Networks and Building data literacy Shared vision and
collaboration targets
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Discussion

Reflections on today’s presentation
. What types of resources at the state and local levels would feel

useful to you?
How could you begin to incorporate data-informed decision making
into your current processes?
- What are the major barriers?
How can we help each other?
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We welcome the opportunity to
collaborate with you on building

data-informed approaches to
your work!

Emma: emma.spett@uvm.edu

Kevin: kchu@vtfuturesproject.org




